EU 2003 Expert Group on Accessibility
MANDATE
The mandate of the Expert Group, to be achieved by a co-operative effort of all stakeholders, is to provide the Commission with a knowledge of current accessibility legislation in the Member States together with insights and recommendations that can help identify new initiatives to improve access to the built environment within the framework of the European Year of People with Disabilities. The Expert Group is also to inform the Commission about the actual situation in the member States, as it appears not always to be the same as the legislation orders. 

SCOPE
For the purpose of this Expert Group, The "built environment" is defined as buildings, plus their relationship with other buildings and the public realm – or open space – between them. In this case to decrease the extent of the work the traffic issues connected to the buildings - are to be excluded. The built environment is both existing buildings and new ones. Because there already is a project going on in the Commission concerning tourist accessibility, this area will be excluded in this project, that will be transport and accommodation etc. Housing in general will also be left out as it will cover too much considering the limited time for delivering the report. The Expert group is therefore to concentrate on public buildings. This includes more or less every building where people have access and have interest or need to visit, such as the social security office, job centre, hospitals, schools, restaurants, shops etc. In this matter it is the technical aspects that are relevant and not peoples attitudes towards people with disabilities.

The definition of accessibility should cover all types of groups as

1. Physical disability: access problems include the need to use wheelchairs or walking aids. Provisions needed include e.g. lifts, ramps, handrails etc.,

2. Sensory disability: this covers people with sight or hearing impairments and requires the provision of e.g. Braille signage, vibrating alarm systems, large print menus/notice etc. It also covers people with environment problems as for example allergy towards materials

3. Communication problems: includes those with learning difficulties. 

The Expert Group should have in mind the philosophy  "Design for all". This stands for the thinking that one good solution normally is enough to cover all kinds of considerations. The purpose is that as far as possible there should be no need for special solutions in addition to the main solution. The strategy is to have one solution made for all people. This kind of thinking will contribute to lower costs and at the same time defy the feeling of having special needs. It will also be a benefit to people who would normally not be considered to have disabilities.

ROLE OF THE COMMISSION
DG Employment will provide the Secretariat and administrative support but the experts will otherwise form an independent working group. Representatives from other DGs, will act as observers and will attend meetings of the group.

WORK PROGRAMME
The Expert Group will carry out the following tasks:

· Review the current state of play, including information on any changes about to be introduced (with dates of implementation), of accessibility legislation on built environment in the Member States and document the current situation in the light of opportunities for free movement for persons with disabilities. The legislation is only to be reviewed in highlights by drawing a comparison between the states and note if there is anything in particular that is interesting. Regarding this it can be valuable to know that DG Enterprise are doing a report on accessibility for tourist. In this matter hotels will be reviewed. Very often hotels are included as are many other types of building in the same legislation: as public buildings. A co-operation can therefore be valuable.

· It will also be useful to know about the actual situation in the Member States and analyse if there is an obvious connection between legislation and the actual situation. It will also be interesting to learn about the costs involved in a different way than it is usually done. If the Expert Group finds any financial benefits in Design for all added to the practical benefits that could really help to change peoples attitudes toward the issue. Good accessibility will also give opportunity to reduce costs in other sectors. Good solutions can reduce the need for the user to obtain support by for example an auxiliary nurse or hom

are. For example when a person is out of their dwelling he or she very often can go by themselves. Another example is to se Design for all as a product of commercial value. For example has Barcelona with its great accessibility achieved economic benefits by this, because this is a product in demand by all sorts of people. Good accessibility can therefore cause spreading of positive consequences in the whole city. 

· In addressing accessibility and legislation, the Expert Group will also look at current European Union policies as they affect or may affect the overall design of the built environment.

· The Expert Group will develop a list of feasible recommendations, which the Commission can consider in order to improve accessibility.

ORGANISATION/TIMETABLE

The EG will meet 4 times in Brussels: a first meeting to perform introductions, allocate tasks and set the work programme in motion (early November 2002): two interim meetings at approximately 4-monthly intervals (January an May 2003); and, a final meeting (end September 2003) to finalise the Report and Recommendations.

The Chairman will at the outset assign some specific aspects of the work programme to the candidate experts and, if necessary, create sub-groups for specific tasks.

An e-line for exchange of papers and news among the members of the EG could be created, probably via the CIRCA network.

The EG will deliver a final report and recommendations to the Commission within 12 months from its inception.

