IDD News Flash!
20th December 2004

Editor’s note

IDD is embarking on a new means of communicating with the membership. The News Flash! will be sent out to members of IDD by email or fax when an interesting item or event arises.  Copies of the News Flash! will be retained at the IDD office for future reference. We will make the News Flash! available on the IDD web site www.idd.ie.

The Disability Bill 2004

The Disability Bill was finally published in September 2004 after a two-year wait. The Bill and the relevant documentation can be downloaded from the DFI webpage http://www.disability-federation.ie/disabilitybill/index.htm IDD has prepared a detailed submission on the Bill and this is being assessed by members of the institute with a view to its publication shortly after Christmas.

One of the major concerns expressed by members of IDD is the threat to the existence of the IDD caused by the proposed establishment of a Centre of Excellence in Universal Design within the NDA.

The AGM 2004
The 13th Annual General Meeting of IDD took place in the Bank of Ireland Arts Centre, Foster Place, Dublin on Tuesday the 7th of December 2004. The venue and refreshments were kindly sponsored by the Bank of Ireland. This event turned out to be one of the best AGMs that IDD has held to date. The meeting received a full report of the activities of IDD for the past 20 months from the President, Cearbhall O Meadhra. The president’s report can be seen on the IDD web site. Highlights included the development of IDD activity in Europe, the IDD Register of Accessibility Auditors and the completion of the highly successful Barcelona Project.

The Register of Accessibility Auditors, RAAIDD, was set up in April 2004 and is already being called upon by individuals and organisations seeking to have an accessibility audit carried out on their premises.

The Barcelona Project was completed in June 2004 and 100 of the 114 Local Authorities in Ireland have adopted the Declaration as a result of the work of the IDD team in delivering this breakthrough project. Disability proofing the decision-making processes of Local Government and close consultation with people with disabilities and their advocates are the essential elements of this new strategy. Details of the Project can be seen on the web site www.barcelonaproject.ie.

The European opportunities that have opened up for IDD relate closely to the success of the Barcelona Project. IDD is recognised as the only organisation in Europe to have defined a way of implementing the agreements of the Barcelona Declaration. New projects are being explored to see how IDD might promote its new-found expertise.

The Chairman, Michal Ozmin, delivered a paper outlining the strategic direction that IDD must take. This paper was adopted by the meeting and passed to the incoming Board of Directors to organise an action plan to develop the effectiveness of IDD.

The AGM marked the conclusion of the term of office of the 13th Board of Directors. The majority of the members of the outgoing Board volunteered to stand for the 14th Board and were elected by the AGM accordingly. The President expressed the gratitude of the Institute for the dedicated work of the Chairman Michal Ozmin, and of all of the Board members who have taken time out of their busy schedules to work on behalf of IDD. 

 The new Board includes 

Cearbhall O Meadhra, IDD President, ex-officio member of the Board. He is also General Secretary of IDD, (on secondment from the Bank of Ireland),

Michal Ozmin, 
 Chairman, 





Kate Hayes, 

 Vice-Chairperson,




Pat O’Toole, 

 Hon. Treasurer,





Mark Blake-Knox,
 Hon. Secretary of the Board,





Evelyn Kavanagh, 
 Director,





Maureen McGovern,  Director,





Sinead Murtagh,
  Director,

Outgoing board members Caitriona Shaffrey, Hon. Secretary of the 13th Board, and Leonard Hurley did not present themselves for election to the 14th Board. The Chairman, on behalf of IDD, acknowledged their outstanding contribution and thanked them for their work on the Board.
The term of the new Board will run until the 14th AGM which will take place at the end of April 2005. 

The challenges now facing the Institute are enormous. With the introduction of the Disability Bill and the establishment of the Centre of Excellence in Universal Design at the National Disability Authority, it will not be easy for IDD to maintain its position as the leader in the field of Design for All.

The Board of IDD wishes All its Members and Friends 

A Happy and Peaceful Christmas and 
a Prosperous New Year for 2005
End of the News Flash! 

